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Click here for Tuesday's WTO Dispute Settlement quote from Jennifer Hillman. 

PRESIDENT TRUMP ON HIS PRIORITIES AND ON TRADE

                         "America first does not mean America alone."

Donald J. Trump
January 26, 2018
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CONTEXT

Earlier this a ernoon, President Trump addressed the World Economic Form in
Davos, Switzerland. In a clear and calm speech, the President talked about
America, and he talked about trade. He reminded the audience, as he o en
does, that America is his first priority, but he also included familiar caveats and
contextual elements, namely, that he expects other na onal leaders to put their
countries first, and, as in today's quote, that first does not mean alone. 

The TPP Signal. In the trade por on of his speech, President Trump opened the
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door to the possibility that the TPP may be in America's future a er all. We shall
conclude this Context por on with two quotes from that speech. 

On his larger priori es, the President said:

I believe in America. As President of the United States, I will always put
America first, just like the leaders of other countries should put their country
first also.

But America first does not mean America alone. When the United States
grows, so does the world. American prosperity has created countless jobs all
around the globe, and the drive for excellence, crea vity, and innova on in
the U.S. has led to important discoveries that help people everywhere live
more prosperous and far healthier lives.

On trade and the trading system, the President said: 

As the United States pursues domes c reforms to unleash jobs and growth,
we are also working to reform the interna onal trading system so that it
promotes broadly shared prosperity and rewards to those who play by the
rules.

We cannot have free and open trade if some countries exploit the system
at the expense of others. We support free trade, but it needs to be fair and
it needs to be reciprocal. Because, in the end, unfair trade undermines us all.

The United States will no longer turn a blind eye to unfair economic
prac ces, including massive intellectual property the , industrial subsidies,
and pervasive state-led economic planning. These and other predatory
behaviors are distor ng the global markets and harming businesses and
workers, not just in the U.S., but around the globe.

Just like we expect the leaders of other countries to protect their interests, as
President of the United States, I will always protect the interests of our
country, our companies, and our workers.

We will enforce our trade laws and restore integrity to our trading system.
Only by insis ng on fair and reciprocal trade can we create a system that
works not just for the U.S. but for all na ons.
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As I have said, the United States is prepared to nego ate mutually
beneficial, bilateral trade agreements with all countries. This will include
the countries in TPP, which are very important. We have agreements with
several of them already. We would consider nego a ng with the rest, either
individually, or perhaps as a group, if it is in the interests of all.

As usual, the added emphasis in the above quotes is our own. 

COMMENT

With the NAFTA renego a on in full swing, a revised TPP agreement now all but
concluded among the remaining eleven TPP countries (to say nothing of
America taking a fresh look), there is no shortage of things to talk about in
future entries. We'll close this one on a philosophical note, an a tude, that
President Trump expressed during his conversa on with Klaus Schwab of the
World Economic Forum.  This was in the Q&A  immediately following his speech.
In the speech itself President Trump had said, "I believe in America." In his
conversa on with Mr. Schwab, he added: 

"I think I've been a cheerleader for our country, and everybody represen ng
a company or a country has to be a cheerleader, or no ma er what you do,
it's just not going to work." 

Believing in what you are doing is no guarantee of success, but it sure helps. 

Enjoy the Weekend!

SOURCES & LINKS

 At Davos is a link to the text of the President's speech in Davos and his
conversa on with Klaus Schwab as published on the White House website.  This
was the source for today's quote.   
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