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An Invitation, An Explanation 

n January 2000, the Global Business Dialogue 
was just an idea.  Two months later, the 
company – Global Business Dialogue, Inc. – 

was formed.  It would become the secretariat for the 
Global Business Dialogue association, GBD.  In July 
2000, GBD held its first event.  Now many members 
and hundreds of events later, GBD is well into its 
18th year.   

GBD is a Membership Organization.  Its members are companies, associations, law firms, and 
individuals.  What unites them is a belief in the importance of global trade and investment and a concern 
about the rules that govern them.  GBD members don’t necessarily agree on what those rules should be or 
even whether certain trade is beneficial.  Their point of agreement is that these things are important.   

GBD is a Hybrid.  It is an association that does not try to forge consensus among its members or take 
collective positions.  It is a think tank without a stable of academics.  Its members are its thinkers.  And 
while as a legal entity GBD is a for-profit company, its purpose is a very public one.  It strives to illuminate 
developments and proposals that affect trade – including negotiations and legislation – from China to 
Brexit and from cars to carrots.   

Events, Publications, and the Website – www.gbdinc.org.  These are GBD’s main tools for 
engaging in the global conversation on trade policy.  There are also private meetings, such as the GBD 

conversations between diplomats and GBD Members.  

 GBD may not express a collective view, but it is far from silent. It is an 
association in which both the staff and the members speak for themselves. The 
job of GBD, the Secretariat, is to ensure that those voices are heard.  As for the 
GBD website, www.gbdinc.org, it is a work in progress and always will be.  It is 
also the best single source of information on GBD, its programs, publications, 
and plans.    

GBD Changes the Conversation on Trade and Investment or tries to.  
The goal is to ensure that critical perspectives are part of the discussion, 
including the special perspectives of GBD members.  Be part of that effort.  Join 

today.  It’s the best bargain in trade policy. 

 

Please see the back page for membership options.  

 

I

Events

Publications

Meetings
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GBD PUBLIC EVENTS: FIVE SAMPLES 
GBD has hosted more than 240 events over the years, with all events, public and private, free to 
GBD members.   These five are recent examples of public events.  Those marked with an 
asterisk are available on YouTube at the GBD Channel.     

 
*EU OUTREACH: A GBD Discussion in Two Parts.  The first part of was a keynote address by 

Ambassador David O’Sullivan, the European Union’s Ambassador to the United States.  His topic 
was Endless Outreach: Trade and the European Union.  The second part focused on the EU’s trade 
with the three countries of North America. There were two panels.  The first was a diplomatic Panel 
with Colin Bird from the Canadian Embassy, Francisco Sandoval Saqui from the Embassy of 
Mexico, and Damien Levie from the EU Delegation.  John Magnus of TradeWins LLC served as 
moderator.   Shawna Morris of the U.S. Dairy Export Council and Daniel Andrich from the 
Representative of German Industry and Trade made up the Business Panel.  John Murphy from 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce served as moderator.  This was in Washington, D.C., on June 23, 
2017.  

 
*NAFTA, FROM CARS TO CARROTS: The Role of NAFTA in Agriculture and Automobile 

Production.  One of the earlier, pre-renegotiation events to underscore the importance of NAFTA 
to the U.S. economy, this two-panel program included experts on cars and crops.  The speakers 
were Charles Uthus of the American Automotive Policy Council, Yuri Unno from Toyota, and 
Jeff Werner of Daimler.   U.S. agriculture was represented by Ken Barbic of Western Growers, 
Molly O’Conner for the National Association of Wheat Growers, Shawna Morris of the U.S. 
Dairy Export Council, and Nick Giordano of the National Pork Producers Council.  David 
Salmonsen of the American Farm Bureau Federations was the moderator for the panel on 
agriculture.  The event was held in Washington, D.C., on May 25, 2017.   

 
BORDER TAXES: THE BACKGROUND, A PROPOSAL, AND THE CHALLENGES.   A border 

adjustment tax has for now been taken off the table, but back in March it was very much alive.  This 
was an effort to highlight the elements of that proposal and the issues that surrounded it.  The 
speakers were Peter Merrill of PriceWaterhouse Coopers, Kenneth Kies from the Federal Policy 
Group, and Amy Porges of Amy Porges Trade Law.  John Magnus of TradeWins LLC served as 
moderator.   This was in Washington, D.C., on March 29, 2017. 

 
CHINA TRADE: 5 AMERICAN VIEWS.  This first GBD event of 2017 looked at the critical U.S.-China 

relationship, the importance of the China market for U.S. producers from agriculture to high-tech.  
It also took note of the challenges, from “China 2025” to China’s large overcapacity in steel and 
aluminum.  The speakers were Erin Ennis of the U.S.-China Business Council, David 
Salmonsen from the American Farm Bureau Federation, Ralph Ives from the Advance Medical 
Technology Association,  Ed Brzytwa of the Information Technology Council, and Terence 
Stewart from the Law firm of Stewart and Stewart.   On January 27, 2017, in Washington, DC. 

THE TPP MILKSHAKE: Dairy and the Trans-Pacific Partnership. This was a joint GBD-
U.S. Chamber of Commerce event, with presentations from Jaime Castaneda from the U.S. 
Dairy Export Council, Fiona Hutchinson of Fonterra, and Michael Grant from the 
Conference Board of Canada.  Though the event was held some time ago, the question it 
raised is still very timely.  Specifically, is it possible for Canada to change its supply 
management system in ways that will both benefit Canada and ease the trade tension with the 
United States?  On June 5, 2014 in Washington, DC.  

For More Information on GBD’s transpired events, please visit the GBD website, www.gbdinc.org.  
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GBD IN PICTURES AND PUBLICATIONS  

 

 
 

 

 

Credits: The top two pictures were taken from the YouTube film of GBD’s June 23 event.  The  t 
picture of Anson Chan campaigning in 2007 is from Getty Images. The others are GBD photos.  

Michaela Chen of Boston Scientific & Chairman 
of the GBD Board of Advisers Board of Advisers 
introduces EU Ambassador David O’Sullivan  - 
June 23, 2017 

At the podium, Ambassador 
O’Sullivan said:  "Trade 
doesn't get a great press 
these days, but I continue to 
believe that it is probably 
the single most important 
driver of prosperity and 
wealth creation in all of our 
societies and as a vehicle for 
the social and economic 
progress which, ultimately, 
has to be the purpose of 
public policy." 

       THE TTALK QUOTES 
Are the flagship publication of the Global 
Business Dialogue. Sent to members and 
subscribers generally three times a week, 
each entry opens with a quote, moves to a 
brief discussion of the issue, and often 
concludes with an editorial comment.  GBD 
also publishes The GBD Report.  

Anson Chan, 
democracy advocate 
and former Chief 
Secretary of Hong 
Kong, spoke at GBD’s 
Hong Kong dinner in 
December 2005, and 
was the first recipient 
of the GBD 
Archimedes Award.  

Ways and Means Committee Chairman 
Kevin Brady was the Chairman of the 
Trade Subcommittee in November 2012 
when he spoke at a special GBD event, 
sponsored by McDermott Will & Emery. 

Corning’s Debra Waggoner explains 
the importance of the WTO 
Environmental Goods Agreement at a 
2014 GBD event, inspired by NAM 
Vice President, Linda Dempsey. 
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GBD AND THE CIRCLE OF STRENGTH 

 
 Dear Colleague, 

There is strength in numbers. Add your strength to ours, and we will both be stronger. And 
so too will the understanding of trade and trade policy that is the bedrock for all of our efforts.   
If you care about those things, you are already a member of the trade community, and the 
Global Business Dialogue is your association. If you are member, thank you. Not yet a 
member? 

 Join today and help make the trade policy conversation better: better informed and 
more effective.   A Basic Membership for a year is just $1,000, and it comes with these 
benefits:  
 

 Admission to All GBD Public Programs at no added cost, covering topics from 
NAFTA to Brexit and from the WTO to trade deficits.  
 

 Invitations to Members Only lunches and other Special Events; many with diplomats 
and other officials.  

 

 Publications. Subscriptions to GBD’s TTALK Quotes, The GBD Report 
and other occasional publications of the Global Business Dialogue; 

 

 Issues. Participation in the development of GBD programs and publications; 
 

 Help with questions of trade and investment policy where we can provide it; 
 

 Sponsorship Opportunities for events of special interest to you as a GBD Member. 
 

Join on Line at www.gbdibnc.org or  
 

Send us an email at Comments@gbdinc.org.  We’ll respond with answers or an 
invoice in accordance with your request.  Or call us at (202) 463-5074  to join or just to 
talk.  We want to hear from you and look forward to working with you.  For the Global 
Business Dialogue, 
 

Yours sincerely 

                                                                                     Judge Morris 
 

             R. K. Morris 
             President 
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